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Land Trust Alliance Video 
Contest Fetches 2 BMC Entries 

   When the LTA announced it would be accepting 2-minute video 
submissions and awarding $10,000 to the land trust of the winner’s 
choice, it didn’t take long for two Conservancy advocates to 

enter.  The first, submitted by Sarah Steele (a Conservancy 
contractor), is called “Land Is My Time Machine,” and tells a story of 
connection to the land based on the generations that came 
before and those that will come after. The second, “Land is My 

Thread,” submitted by Jackie Cupples (a Conservancy board 
member), endeavors to capture the links we all have to the land 
around us.  It features a vocal recitation of a poem written by 

Cupples, with compelling footage of familiar landmarks. 
    Voting from LandIsMy.org closed November 18th, and winners 
should be announced soon.  Whether or not BMC takes home the 

grand prize, we are proud of our local talent! 

 
Wondering what to get your favorite uncle, even though he doesn’t really need  

(or want) anything?  How about a gift that will last in perpetuity? Friends and family 
would surely love having a land trust donation made in their name! Or, feel free to 
let them know about Blue Mountains Conservancy in your holiday letter.  Donations 
are easily made at BlueMountainsConservancy.org.  Thanks, and Happy Holidays! 

A Dollar A Day Helps BMC Stay…  
In Business! 

Please support the following  
Business Sponsors who have so 

generously supported us! 

1124 Adams Ave. 

La Grande, OR 

(541) 624-3113 

Holiday Help Wanted 

Wes Williams: (541) 962-0896 

   (541) 805-5997 
(541) 805-9447 
 
     CCB 157598 
  DEQ 38692 
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Heart of the Blues Re-Cap 
Did you miss our fabulous season of lectures and outings? 

Never fear!  Season re-cap is here! 
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 On September 9, the 

Conservancy hosted 
our 2nd annual SNO, 
and this time, the 

swifts got the memo!  
It’s always a risk to 
plan a public event 
around nature’s 

schedule, but this 
year the risk paid off 
as a hundred-plus  
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attendees watched,   

enthralled, as the Vaux’s 
Swifts entertained the 
crowd.  What started as  

a few birds turned into 
a large flock of swirling, 
diving swifts that finally 
disappeared for  the 

night into the Foley 
Building chimney. 
G’night, Vaux’s swifts! 
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An Enduring Success: Swift Night Out  

History and Status of  
Moose in Oregon 

   Pat Matthews from ODFW 
offered a fabulous presentation 
on how a seldom-seen species 
has made a home in our neck of 
the woods.  Pat outlined his 
research in their seasonal habitat 
use, and how it wasn’t until 2005 
that scientists knew there was a 
resident herd.   
   “In a time when so many species 
are in decline, it’s exciting to see a 
species previously unknown in the 
state become established,” 
Matthews has said. 

Drones: New Tools in 
Habitat Restoration 

   Jesse Steele and Connar 
Stone of Grande Ronde 
Model Watershed wowed the 
crowd with demonstrations of 
drones in action.  These 
drones are being used in 
fisheries restoration efforts by 
collecting sky-high data such 
as stream temperature.        
Above, Connar, who served 
in the US Air Force, shows a 
young enthusiast how data 
transfers from drones back to 
the ground.   

Monarchs and Milkweeds 
   Tom Landis, an expert on 
monarch butterflies, came all 
the way from Medford to 
spread the word of the 
precipitous decline in 
monarch populations and 
how we can help bring back 
these gorgeous transients 
through native pollinator 
restoration gardens. Plant 
some milkweed, save the 
monarchs! Think you don’t 
have enough space? Landis’ 
own first planting was the size 
of a card table! 

 

See you 

(AND the swifts) 

next year! 
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  Tony Malmberg began practicing 
Holistic Management, including 
Holistic Planned Grazing, 30 years 

ago because, he explains, he was 
“about to lose [his] shirt” ranching 

the old-fashioned way. Founded 
on the 3 pillars of a healthy eco-
system, economic success, and a 

high quality of life, Tony and his 
wife Andrea have committed their 
lives and livelihood to the holistic 

method. 
  “Traditionally, ranchers use the 

Columbus approach,” Andrea 
explains with a chuckle. “They turn 
out the cattle, then go discover 

them in the fall.” Though this has 
become standard practice in the 
world of ranching, it is hardly ideal. 

The Malmbergs attribute most anti-
cattle attitude to a very visible 
abundance of such improperly 

managed cows.   
   The Malmbergs take their lead 

from Allan Savory, co-founder of 
the Savory Institute, which spear-
headed the systems thinking ap-

proach to managing resources 
over 40 years ago. Savory himself 
used to be a vocal opponent of 

cattle.  However, after determining 
to solve the global problem of land 
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desertification, he concluded 

that livestock were not the 
cause.  In fact, Savory noted the 

principle habits of native grazing 
herds could be imitated by 
properly managed livestock: 

• migrating in large numbers, 
to avoid predation 

• moving quickly through lands 

(to likewise avoid predation) 
• fertilizing the land as they 

pass through. 

Savory discovered that the 
animals he had villainized may 

actually be the environmental 
answer he sought so desper-
ately.  His organization began 

offering training courses to 
ranchers, and continues to do  
so today. 

  In 2009, Tony and Andrea 
bought a large parcel of 

property in Union County, 
which had been ‘rested’ 
for 23 years.  In essence, 

there had been no 
agricultural activity there 

for almost a quarter of a 
century.  It was desolate and 

non-viable, but within 3 years, 
their operation had grazing 
cattle, employees, vastly more 
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vegetation, a dramatic in-

crease in soil organic matter, 
and returned wildlife.  A par-

ticularly nasty patch of Scotch 
Thistle, which had been reg-
ularly sprayed for 70 years, has 

been mowed down by cows 
and is now a few lonely bushes.  
  Holistic Planned Grazing may 

not be the key to everything, but 

it sure does seem to be working.      

The Future is Now 

Environmentalists and ranchers often 
regard each other with suspicion, but 

Holistic Grazing speaks to the interests of 
both groups.  Plus, it has stunning effects on 

reversing desertification.  Is responsible 
cattle grazing the key to everything? 

Holistic Grazing in Action: 
Cattle are contained with temporary 

electric fences, which allow their 
grazing habits to emulate the high-
density patterns of historic grazing 

Photo Credit: Camille Van Fleet 

of JeffersonHub.com 

With Tony and Andrea Malmberg 

Photo Credit: Savory Institute of www.Savory.Global 

The proof is 
in the 
pudding: 
Land 
grazed 
holistically 
(left) vs. 
traditionally 

For more pics, visit us online! 
BlueMountainsConservancy.org 

Tony and Andrea at their home 

property in Union earlier this season 
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Outdoor School for All! 
Last spring, Conservancy board 

members, staff, and volunteers combined 
forces to bring hands-on learning to La 
Grande’s middle school students.  From 

mammalian skulls to aquatic 
invertebrates, over one hundred local 
kids took their education into their own 

hands.  Literally. But don’t take our word 
for it! Read the letter of support below… 

Find us on 
Facebook! 


